It doesn’t matter how long you live
with your partner, you don’t have the
rights of a married couple.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN -
COMMON LAW MARRIAGE DOESNTEXIST? )

advicenow.org.uk/living



your future

Do you need a legal

make-over, to make a
few minor adjustments, or are you
and your partner sitting pretty?

G If you rent your home with your partner,
is the tenancy in both your names?

a) Both names (3 points)
b) My name (0 points)
¢) Partner’s name (0 points)
d) Don’t know (0 points)
e) We don’t rent our home (0 points)
If you own your home, do you own it in
If you and/or your partner own your both names?
home, have you discussed what you a) Yes (3 points)
would do if you split up? b) My name (0 points)
a) Yes and we had a lawyer write ¢) Partner’s name (0 points)
an agreement for us (3 points)  d) Don’t know (0 points)
b) Yes, and we wrote an e) We don’t own our home (0 points)
agreement ourselves (2 points)
¢) Yes, but we have not written Do you have an
it down (1 point) up-to-date will?
d) No (0 points)  a) Yes (3 points)
e) We don’t own our home (3 points)  b) No (0 points)
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Does your partner have an
up-to-date will?

a) Yes (3 points)
b) No (0 points)
c) Don’t know (0 points)

If you have children together,
does the father have legal
Parental Responsibility?

a) Yes (3 points)
b) No/what’s Parental

Responsibility? (0 points)
¢) We don’t have children (3 points)

What exactly is parestal
”” responsibiiity” Charfie 7
|

If you have a private pension,
will it make payments to your
partner if you die?

a) Yes (3 points)
b) No (0 points)
¢) Don’t know (0 points)
d) I don’t have a pension (0 points)

If you or your partner have given

up work to look after the kids,
have you thought about the lack of
pension contributions?

a) Yes (3 points)
b) No (0 points)
¢) Not applicable (3 points)

If you or your partner have assets

of over £200,000 (including the value of
your house), have you taken advice about
inheritance tax planning?
a) Yes
b) No
©) The total value of everything |

own is nowhere near that much (3 points)

(3 Points)
(0 points)
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If you buy a car, or things for the
house jointly, have you discussed how
you will divide them if you split up?

a) Yes (3 points)
b) Only the major items (1 point)
c) No (0 points)
d) We don't buy things jointly (3 points)
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16 or over:

25 or over:

15 or below:




What you can do Children
to protect yourself
and your partner

Pensions

A home you or your partner owns

Inheritance Tax

Joint Property

advicenow.org.uk/livingtogether



livingtogether

LivingTogether
campaign

The LivingTogether campaign aims to increase
awareness and understanding of the legal
issues around living together. We explain
exactly what rights couples living together
really have, and show you practical ways you
can protect yourself and your partner.

At www.advicenow.org.uk you can
download free, easy to understand,
step-by-step guides to
Making a will
Parental Responsibility and how to get it
Your housing rights
How to make a Living Together Agreement
Making your partner your next of kin
How to deal with the financial implications
and more....

See www.marriedornot.org.uk for the legal
differences at a glance.

The LivingTogether Campaign applies to
England and Wales only. The law in Scotland
and Northern Ireland is significantly different.

The law is complicated and every case is
different. Get advice.

If you live with your partner we
recommend that you:

Make a will and keep it up to date
Agree what you would do if you
were to split up

Consider making a

Living Together Agreement

Check that your pension will pay
out to an unmarried partner
Consider the issue of 'Parental
Responsibility' if you have
children together

The LivingTogether campaign is led by Advice Services Alliance in partnership with One Plus One
(www.oneplusone.org.uk) and is funded by the Department for Constitutional Affairs.

Advice Services Alliance (ASA), is the co-ordinating body for UK advice services. ASA members include AdviceUK, Age
Concern England, Citizens Advice, DIAL UK, Law Centres Federation, Shelter and Youth Access. ASA works with its
membership and government to develop policy on delivery of legal and advice services; champions the development of
high quality information, advice and legal services; and provides supporting services to advice networks.

Published by Advice Services Alliance, Bramah House, 65-71 Bermondsey Street, London, SE1 3XF.
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